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CLARKSBURG LAWYER GOES BIG TIME,

signs mega-deal with NBC

Attorney Mike Florio retires from practicing law at 44, pursues childhood passion

As a young boy, Mike
Florio grew up in Wheeling
watching the Pittsburgh
Steelers on Sunday
afternoons, often dreaming
of being a part of the NFL someday, either
as a player or coach. When he got older, he
wanted to play football for Central Catholic
High School, but was too big and slow to
play the position that he coveted — wide
receiver — so instead, he focused on academics
while keeping his passion for football on the
backburner.

After graduating from high school, he attended
Carnegie Mellon where he received an
engineering degree, and later attended West
Virginia University College of Law, where it

is rumored that he graduated with the highest
G.P.A. in the history of WVU Law School.
After his graduation from law school, he began
working in Pittsburgh, but soon after married

a Clarksburg girl and moved his family to
Bridgeport so they could be near her family.

While practicing employment law in
Clarksburg, Florio’s passion for football began
to re-ignite, and he began writing NFL stories

for various websites, usually for free. In his
spare time he wrote the book “Quarterback of
the Future,” but had difficulty getting anyone
to publish it (the book was finally published,
thanks to Florio’s persistence). While his book
certainly did not make any best-seller lists, he
realized that his true calling was to write about
football.

In June 2000, Florio began writing for

the website NFLTalk.com. That site was
eventually purchased by ESPN.com, and
Florio was hired to write a rumor and

news report. When his contract expired at
ESPN, he decided to start his own website
and, in November 2001, Florio launched
www.Profootballtalk.com (“PFT”), a blog site
designed to give him an outlet to write stories
and rumors about the NFL and its players.

To most people’s surprise, Florio does most
of his work from the den of his Bridgeport
home, in front of a television and with many
newspapers from around the country spread
out on his dining room table where he gathers
stories to put on the website. Many of Florio’s
stories are also based upon insider sources in
the NFL that he has befriended over the years
while he has been writing about the NFL.

Continued on next page.
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IS THERE A MAGIC FORMULA

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME fOf W Va. an ury
settlements?

Hardly a week goes by when a client or potential client does not

say something like, “Isn’t there a formula that insurance companies
and lawyers use to settle injury cases?” I am not really sure where
people have gotten that notion, but I am here to tell you that there
is no magic mathematical formula for determining the value of, and

therefore settling, your injury case.

There is widespread belief that, in the past, attorneys and insurance
adjusters seemed to use a formula to settle cases - “3x the medical
bills, plus the lost wages.” If there ever was such a formula, it
simply does not exist today. The reason the formula does not exist
today (and may, in fact, have never really existed) is that jurors are
not instructed to apply any “formula” when reaching their verdict
for your case. In other words, every case is different and only an
experienced personal injury attorney can review the facts of a case
and advise you as to a reasonable settlement or verdict range for
your case.

To do so, however, requires the lawyer to analyze many different
factors, all of which will influence the value of your case. For
example, if a car accident victim has neck surgery that costs
$80,000, but the first time he saw the doctor, complaining of neck
pain, was six months after the accident and the evidence shows

that he had a history of neck pain for several years prior to the
accident, a jury may not include the entire $80,000 hospital bill in
the calculation of its verdict. Whether it does largely depends on the
expert testimony in the case and on the lawyer’s ability to prove that

the medical treatment was all caused by the accident..

Sometimes we see cases where there are tens of thousands of dollars
of diagnostic testing done, such as x-rays, CT scans, and MRI’s,

all of which turn out to be negative. Put another way, you may be
complaining of pain, yet no test reveals what is causing the pain. In
these cases, insurance companies, as well as juries may, or may not,
give you “3x” the medical bills as settlement because they have not
been shown any evidence supporting your complaints of pain.

Any attorney who tells you that there is, in 2009, a formula for
determining the value of a personal injury case, simply has not had
the experience of handling enough personal injury cases. Only if a
lawyer is actually handling and trying cases, and keeping up with
jury verdicts in the community, can he or she make a reasonable
prediction of the value of your case. M




what do you

One of the first questions you will ask yourself when you get
injured and realize that you need to hire a lawyer (which will
occur if you get jerked around by the insurance company) is
‘how can I afford a lawyer?” The answer for most injury and
medical malpractice cases is to hire a lawyer and pay him a
“contingent fee.” Do you know what it means when you hear a
lawyer advertise that he “takes cases on contingency” or offers
“no fee, if no recovery?” Let me explain.

Lawyers charge you for the time they spend working on

your case. There are two methods you can use to pay your

lawyer - an hourly rate or on a contingent fee basis. If you

pay your attorney an hourly rate, you will usually have to

pay the attorney a retainer fee up-front and pay the attorney

for every hour of work that is done for you, even if you lose

your case! Unfortunately, most of us can’t afford to take that

chance because (a) we don’t have the money to pay an upfront

retainer fee, or (b) we cannot afford to lose the money if we
also lose our case.

What

On the other hand, you can hire the
asks no lawyer to work for you on a “contingent

) fee” basis. For a client, the “contingent

questions fee” is often the only key to the
but courthouse. Since you do not have

to pay your lawyer by the hour, you
demands

have the opportunity to hire a very

an answer . experienced attorney to represent you
"+ and not have to worry about how the bill

do?

for legal fees will be paid. This means that instead of paying
an hourly rate to the attorney, you agree to pay the attorney a
percentage (%) of any recovery in the case. Depending on the
type of case, that percentage fee can be anywhere from 25%-
45% of anything recovered for you in the case. Of course, if
you don’t win your case, you don’t pay any attorney fees.

What else does the ‘contingent fee’ system mean for you? It
means that most lawyers are going to evaluate your case very
carefully before accepting you as a client. In other words, a
lawyer is going to assess what the chances are to win your
case. Because a lawyer only earns a fee if YOU recover, there
is absolutely no incentive for a lawyer to take on a frivolous
case — why would they? No lawyer in his right mind is going
to take on a frivolous case, work hundreds of hours on it, for
$0.00 payment. Thus, if you ask a lawyer to take on a silly
case or one that looks like it might be frivolous, they will
probably say “no.”

At The Miley Legal Group, we only do work for people on

a contingent fee basis. In almost all cases, we advance the
expenses in your case so that we can adequately prepare it for
trial — these expenses may be for experts we hire, deposition
costs, medical records and bills we obtain, and other case
related expenses. If we recover anything for you, the fees

and expenses will be taken out of that recovery. If we do not
recover anything for you, you owe us nothing. It doesn’t get
any better than that. Give us a call if you have been injured,
you won’t be disappointed.
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Puzzler Answer: A doorbell / A telephone.
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(“Clarksburg Lawyer Goes Big Time, Signs Mega-Deal with NBC” cont. from first page.)

Since 2001, the website has grown to the point where
millions of people visit his website daily. According to
Sam Farmer of the Los Angeles Times, “PFT’s online
audience outnumbers that of most newspapers and sports
sites. In March 2009, when interest in the site spiked
with the start of free agency, PFT attracted 1.7 million
unique visitors and 25 million page views.”

exchange, NBC plans to make it a permanent feature at
the top of its NBC Sports site. Though terms of the deal
were not disclosed, it was lucrative enough for Florio

be able to retire from practicing law at the age of 44 and
write full time for the website and NBC Sports. Although
Florio enjoyed being a lawyer representing individuals in
employment disputes, he “derives much greater pleasure
from writing about his childhood passion than he does
The popularity of Florio’s website has become so large from practicing law.”
that it has gotten the attention of corporate America. On
June 15, 2009, Mike Florio and NBC Sports announced
a mega-deal, which provides for Florio maintaining
ownership of the website, but selling/licensing to

NBC the exclusive rights to the content of the site. In

Congratulations Mike on a job well done!
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WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR PARENTS DIE

It can be a touchy subject, but there’s no time like the present to have a talk
with your parents about whether or not they have made a will, especially if
they have re-married following the death of one parent or a divorce between
them. About a quarter of all adults with assets of more than $500,000.00
don’t have a will, according to PNC Wealth Management. It’s important
that your parents know what will happen to their estate when they die.

If your father or mother are married living in West Virginia and die without
a will, the surviving spouse gets everything, but only if all surviving
children and grandchildren of your mother and father are a product of their
relationship with each other. The surviving spouse gets half of everything if
one or more of your deceased parent’s children are not a descendant of the
surviving spouse. In other words, if your mother or father is married to a
step-parent, the surviving spouse is entitled to half of the deceased spouse’s
estate, no matter how long the parent and step-parent were married. If your
parent does not have a will and lives in a state other than West Virginia,
they need to learn about that state’s laws of descent and distribution so they
will know what will happen to their estate upon their death.

Obviously, it is in everyone’s best interest if your parents (as well as you)
have a will prepared so it is clear as to how, and to whom, their estate is
going to be divided. Because people are living longer, one of your parents
(and maybe both) are likely to be married for a second (or more) time.
What I have seen most often is that your parent and step-parent verbally
agree as to how the step-children (from both sides) are going to be taken

care of after one of them dies. Unfortunately, many factors arise in life that
cause verbal agreements and good intentions not to be carried out.

Your step-parent may have promised your mother or father to leave certain
items of the estate (i.e. those that may have sentimental value) to you, but
unless it’s specified in a will, you may not end up getting them. Even if
your parent prepares a will, one of the most unwise arrangements I have
seen a parent make involves leaving everything to the second spouse (i.e.
the step-parent) with the expectation of the step-parent leaving the estate
property to the step-children after he or she dies. The only problem with
that arrangement is what if parent and step-parent were only married for

a few years and the step-parent and children drift apart? What if the step-
parent remarries — does the step-parent have an obligation to his “new”
family? Does that leave the children of the deceased parent with nothing,
which would be contrary to the wishes of the deceased parent? All of the
above examples have occurred without any improper motive or intention of
anybody.

The moral of the story is to encourage your parents to have a will prepared,
especially if they are re-married, so that their wishes can be carried out
after their death.

You’ve heard the saying that there are only two things guaranteed in life
—death and taxes. Talk to your parents. Remind them how important it is to
have a will. Sorry, there’s not much I can do about taxes!!



